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 How do we have the wisdom to perceive life as it really is? 
 
 My friend Mike Hu turned me on to this true life experiment.  

(“Pearls Before Breakfast” by Gene Weingarten, Washington Post, April 8, 
2007,http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2007/04/04/AR2007040401721_pf.html) 
 
 
 Imagine this: It’s January 12, 2007. A Friday at 7:51 am…the middle of the 
morning rush hour in the  L’Enfant Plaza station  right in the center of federal 
Washington, DC. 
 
 A nondescript white young adult male in jeans wearing a long-sleeved T-
shirt and a Washington Nationals baseball cap walks into the station and opens 
up a violin case, pulls out a violin.  

He opens his case and looks at the thousands of people walking by and 
throws in a few dollars and pocket change hopefully to tempt the hundreds who 
will eventually walk by him to maybe throw in some money for his music.  
 
 In the next 43 minutes this violinist will perform six classical pieces. 1,097 
people walk by him. 1097? Who was  counting? A Washington Post newspaper 
reporter that’s who. 
 
(See it on You Tube: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hnOPu0_YWhw&mode=related&search=) 
 
 It was the Washington Post!s idea to have that violinist there to play some 
music.  

It wanted to see if people would stop and listen.  
It wanted to see if they would enjoy good music….no, not only good music 

but great music.    
It wanted to see if passer-byers would realize that that violinist wasn’t 

playing any fiddle…but a Gibson ex Huberman, handcrafted in 1713 by Antonio 
Stradivari during the Italian’s master’s so called “golden period 

….a time when he had access to the finest spruce, maple, willow wood, 
and when he was at the top of his game in making violins to perfection.  

Indeed, many would say that no violin sounds as good as a Stradivarius. 
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 And who was that violinist? None other than the world famous Joshua Bell 
the 39-year old once child prodigy who just played two weeks earlier at the Music 
Center at Strathmore in North Bethesda before a standing room only audience.  

Just three days earlier  Joshua Bell filled the house at Boston’s famous 
Symphony Hall where the good seats went for $100. 
 
 But on this Friday January 12, 2007 he was just a plain guy playing his 
violin in the Metro station, wearing a baseball cap with his case open…hoping to 
make a few bucks.  

Would the people recognize not only good music but great music?  
Bell decided not to play popular tunes whose notes might have drawn a 

crowd….no, he decided to play masterpieces that have endured for centuries, 
magnificent music that used to soar in beautiful cathedrals and concert halls. 
 
 Joshua Bell in the Metro  began playing his $3.5 million Stradivarius. What 
would happen? He began playing Chaconne from Johann Sebastian Bach’s 
Partita No. 2 in D Minor.  

Bell calls Chaconne “not just one of the greatest pieces of music ever 
written, but one of the greatest achievements of any man in history.” 
 You can see him perform it in the Metro on You Tube that website where 
anyone can put up a video for the world to see. 
 3 minutes went by before finally something happened.  

63 people had already passed by when one man altered his walk…for just 
a split second turned his head to notice this guy was playing music but then kept 
on walking. 
 
 30 seconds later Bell got his first donation. Wu hoo!!! A woman threw in a 
buck and zipped by. 
 6 minutes later someone stopped against a wall and listened. 
 45 minutes went by and 7 people stopped by to listen for at least a minute. 
 27 people gave money, most of them on the run, for a total of $32 and 
change. Symphony director Slatkin was wrong on the money…and wrong that 
not once was there ever a crowd stopping to hear one of the world’s greatest 
violinist.  

1070 people hurried by many just three feet and few not even turning to 
look at the man who is normally paid $1,000 a minute to play. 

 
 Let’s look at who did stop or almost did. 
 
 There was Sheron Parker, an IT director for a federal agency. She was in 
a rush and was holding the hand of a preschooler.  She said, “I had an 8:30 
training class and first I had to rush Evvie off to his teacher and then rush back to 
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work, then to the training facility in the basement.” Evie is her son, Evan, who is 
three. 
 
 On the video you see that Evan keeps twisting around to look at Joshua 
Bell, as his mom pulls him towards a door.  Sheron Parker said,  “There was a 
musician and my son was intrigued. He wanted to pull over and listen, but I was 
rushed for time.” 
  You see her on the video tape move her body between Evan and Bell and 
cut off her son’s line of sight and Evan cranes to look. Later when Parker is told 
who that violinist was…she laughed and said, “Evan is very smart.” 
 
 Calvin Myint got to the top of the escalator and turned right and headed 
out a door to the street. When asked a few hours later about the musician. He 
said I don’t remember him.  
 

When he was told he was four feet away from Joshua Bell...he said he 
had buds in his ears  because he was listening to his iPod. 
 
 The winner of the day was John Picarello…smallish man with a baldish 
head. When he hit the top of the escalator you can see Picarello in the video stop 
in his tracks, try to find out where the music was coming from and then he took a 
position near a shoe shine stand and didn't budge for the next nine minutes.   

He was the only one who mentioned the violinist of all of the 40 people 
later interviewed. 
 
 The funny thing is that Picarello told the reporter that he heard a superb 
violinist…that he had never heard anyone of that caliber…he was technically 
proficient, with very good phrasing.  

He said this guy had a good fiddle too with a big, lush sound (what a thing 
to call a Stradivarius, a fiddle!).  

He’s a supervisor at the U.S. Postal Service. He said he threw in $5. He 
also said he was a fan of Joshua Bell….and was embarrassed when he 
discovered it WAS Joshua Bell  who was playing…but then he said he was pretty 
far away at the time not wanting to be intrusive.  
 
 Only one person recognized Bell. Stacy Furukawa a demographer at the 
Commerce Department. She put herself 10 feet way. She didn’t know what in the 
world he was doing there and she had seen Bell at a free concert at the Library of 
Congress performing.  
 
 When Bell finished playing, she threw in a $20 bill and introduced herself.  
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 The total haul for that day was $32.17…Bell said, “that’s not so bad 
considering. …that’s 40 bucks an hour, I could make an ok living doing this and I 
wouldn’t have to pay an agent.”  
 
 The Washington Post reporter tried to make sense of this. World class 
violinist playing in the metro incognito. Would people identify a genius if put in an 
incongruous environment? And yet that day, very few knew the great music nor 
the great instrument being played. 
 
 He wrote,  

“Let’s accept that we can’t look at what happened on January 12 and 
make any judgment whatever about people’s sophistication or their ability to 
appreciate beauty. But what about their ability to appreciate life? 

 
“We’re busy. Americans have been busy, as a people, since at least 1831 

when a young French  sociologist named Alexis Tocqueville visited the states 
and found himself impressed, bemused, and slightly dismayed at the degree to 
which people were driven, to the exclusion of everything else, by hard work and 
the accumulation of wealth. (That’s 1831!!). 
 

The reporter said, “If we can’t take the time out of our lives to stay a 
moment and listen to one of the best musicians on Earth play some of the best 
music ever written; if the surge of modern life so overpowers us that we are deaf 
and blind to something like that – then what else are we missing?” 

 
Hear now our passage for today. It is about a Messiah who was born in an 

incongruous environment – a stable in Bethlehem. Hear what the Apostle Paul 
wrote in a book called Ephesians about Jesus Christ and His followers: 

 
Eph. 1:15 ¶ I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all 
the saints, and for this reason 
Eph. 1:16 I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers.  
Eph. 1:17 I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him,  
Eph. 1:18 so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is 
the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance among the saints,  

Eph. 1:19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 
who believe, according to the working of his great power. 

 
Friends, God wants us to give us a spirit of wisdom and revelation that we 

might come to know Him and have hope and power…. 
 That we might be able to recognize God’s music even in a crowded, 

bustling life…that we might hear His tune when there is static and stress that we 
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might have hope…that we might His voice when we are despairing and therefore 
get direction. 

 
How do we get this spirit of wisdom and revelation from God? Is it just 

going to drop on us. Do we have to seek it or wait for it to come to us by 
osmosis? 

 
Let me start off with the obvious and then move to the harder. 
 
We get God’s wisdom through many ways but primarily through these 3 

main ways. 
 
Reading the Bible. 
Praying (which includes listening to God) 
And then 
Listening to other spiritually mature people through vehicles like one on 

one talks or  through sermons, teachings, books, camps, conference and small 
groups. 

 
Nothing earthshaking about that. Reading the Bible, praying, listening to 

other people who hopefully are learned and mature. 
 
But here’s the catch. 
Here’s point one.  If we want God’s wisdom we will never get it unless we 

are disciplined.  
We will not receive God’s hope and power unless we are disciplined. 
 
Being in a land of plenty of Christian books and CD’s and DVD’s and a 

zillion Bibles and NOT being disciplined to access it means we will never get 
wise.  

It is like being in a supermarket and still being hungry for wisdom. 
We can have access to wisdom…but if we don’t plan an intentional regular 

course of action to access it…we will never get it. 
 
It is like wanting cash and being near an ATM machine but not knowing 

the passcode to get the cash.  
 
Wisdom is one of the most important things to strive for.  
Think about it. We really don’t want our kids to be happy…as parents often 

say. We want our kids to be wise. 
If they are not wise they will never be happy for long. 
If they are not wise and should they be successful in business, they will 

not hold onto their money. 
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If they have friends but are not wise in how to maintain relationships they 
will not last long. Marriages will not last long. Business contracts will be made in 
foolishness. 

 
God’s wisdom will not come just come to us through the air. We may be a 

veteran Christian in age…but we will not have God’s wisdom and risking of faith 
unless we read the Bible and study it in small groups. 

 
That is why many can be successful in business, successful in athletics, 

successful in music, have attended churches for decades  but can be spiritual 
midgets when it comes to the wisdom of how to live in a way that is close to God 
and in God’s power…a power to love, forgive, to heal, to think. 

It is because we choose not to really be disciplined in a life of following 
Christ and knowing Him through the Bible, prayer and talking to spiritually mature 
people. 

 
When we make a decision to follow Christ, we need to make the decision 

to be disciplined in knowing more about Him. 
 
For example, there is no way…even though Beebe Freitas was musically 

skilled in her DNA and was a child prodigy…no way Beebe would become the 
great musician that she is unless she was disciplined in playing the scales and 
practicing. Same for Joshua Bell or Roslyn, Eunice, Mary and Leon or Iggy  Jang, 
the great violinist concert master of the Honolulu Symphony. 

Discipline. Took them to a higher level with the gifts God gave them. 
 
You have seen the T-shirts that say…how do you get to Carnegie hall 

(and you think it is talking about directions) and on the back of the shirt it 
says…practice, practice, practice. 

 
Why do we think it would be different in the spiritual world?  
 

 There is no way to get wisdom unless we choose to be disciplined. Think 
about it, have we spent all of our lives thinking that wisdom would just come from 
luck or falling on us.? Do we really think that wisdom just kind of rubs off on us 
from people or events or is it something more? 
 
 Disciplines for wisdom often come simultaneously from many areas... 

For the Christian it means simultaneous discipline in worship, study, 
prayer.  
 
 I was speaking to a weight trainer recently, and he stunned me with this 
fact. Maybe you already know this, but I didn’t know this.   
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If you want a six back stomach…you know the kind that is lean, ribbed 
rigid with muscles…that looks like the bottom of a six pack of cans…you know 
kind of like my stomach. (I wish!) 
 

If you want a six pack stomach that is lean and mean and 
muscular……you can lift weights and exercise all you want but you will never get 
them. I was stunned. 

 
Hear me again….you can lift weights and exercise all you want but you will 

never get a six pack stomach. 
 
 You will never get one unless you are not only disciplined in weight lifting 
but ALSO IN DIET.  Again there has to be a simultaneous discipline in more than 
one area. 

If you want a six pack stomach - One has to cut down on the carbs –the 
rice, pasta, potatoes which make us fat….because you can have great muscles 
but you will never seen them because there will always be a layer of fat on top of 
the stomach muscles. 
 
 So it really needs two disciplines simultaneously – the right diet and 
exercise. And that is true for all of our bodies…we may not want six back 
stomachs but if we want to be trim and fit…it won’t happen unless there are 
multiple disciplines going on. Same for the Christian walk.  
 
 This is a hard truth but this is truth. We have to disciplined in several areas 
at the same time. Worship, prayer, Bible study, service and community. Miss one 
and it is flabby faith….not a wise faith. 
 
 And disciplines have to always be ongoing.  
 
 The medical student who finishes his studies knows he has to keep on 
studying as a doctor to keep up. 
 
 Part of having a teachable spirit is knowing how much we don’t know. And 
once we know that, we will be humble and thirst for wisdom. 
 
 According to our passage God will give us the riches of our inheritance. 
Six times Paul used this term. He really wanted us to have all that God wants us 
to have….not just hot dogs but the whole buffet of blessings.   
 

He wants us to have hope. This is not a vague feeling that the future will 
be positive and everything will work out hunky dorey later.  
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It is the assurance that God will do what He has promised and that we 
have a future inheritance that is real…beyond anything we can imagine here on 
earth and later! He wants us to be filled with His Spirit. 
 
 The second way to get wisdom besides discipline is to slow down. 
 The people in the Joshua Bell story not only did not appreciate a well-
disciplined musician...but they didn’t slow down to appreciate life.  Their lives 
were one big fast forward. 
 

Calvin Myint was rushing and had ipod earbuds and didn’t hear any of it 
even though he walked right in front of Bell. Most of the 1100+ people rushed by.  

Sheron Parker pulled her 3-year old Evan to not listen to Bell even though 
Evan wanted to.  
 

Interestingly the child heard Joshua Bell. The mother did not. Maybe that 
is why Jesus said unless we become like a child we will not enter the kingdom of 
God.  We will not hear God’s tune. We have to take out the ear buds and put 
down the iPods of life  and slow down to hear the music of God. 
 
 Earlier we sang the song Prepare ye the Way of the Lord. That is from the 
musical Godspel.  

The movie starts off with people in busy busy New York, and somehow 
they hear a shofar, a ram’s horn  being blown. It is a horn used by the Hebrews 
to call the people of God. 
  

Then they hear this voice above the din and the roar of traffic, in the midst 
of the honking and hurrying of life…of someone singing prepare ye the way of the 
Lord….the song we sang at the beginning….slowly, first softly then soaring over 
the hustle and bustle…the voice of God calling His people.  
 

In the busyness of life…could we….would we hear the voice of Jesus 
calling to us?  

Would we hear the voice of wisdom even in the most incongruous places?  
Would we recognize the genius of God?  
Would we recognize the voice of Jesus? 
Or would we be like John Picarello who claimed he was a big fan of 

Joshua Bell, but just because Bell was in a metro dressed down in a t-shirt and 
baseball cap, though Picarello listened to play the violin for 9 minutes, he never 
recognized Bell’s face nor Bell’s playing. 

 
That’s the Picarello effect on Christians who claim to know Jesus but 

wouldn’t recognize His wisdom if it was staring them in their face….or in their 
faith. 
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 We have heard stories of our people doing that in our church….hearing 
God’s voice. We are busy people. We are stressed people. We are hurting 
people. 
 
 BUT we have  heard how people have had dreams from God of where our 
church should go. 

We  have seen how people heard God’s voice and funded up to 18 yaks to 
send to poor people in China that they might live. In fact, one member is traveling 
there now to check up on the yaks ministry. 
 We have experienced people be moved to support children around the 
world via Compassion International. 
 We have seen people, at least 5 couples from two weeks ago hear God’s 
voice to adopt children not for the parents sake but for the sake of children who 
need a future and a hope. 
 
 We have seen people say recently I want to give a gift to the capital 
campaign. 
 
 We have seen people hear God’s voice  and say I will volunteer to set up, 
drive a van, sing a song, teach a class. 
 
 And when we hear Gods voice and when we obey and share our time, 
talent and treasure…we will be blessed.  
 
 Finally, to get God’s wisdom, we need to be quiet to get close to God. 
 
 For some it helps to be in solitude. For some it means a retreat as 60 of 
our women are at a retreat this weekend. 
 
 I encourage our staff to take at least one day off a quarter to be alone and 
think and pray and vision what their department needs. 
 
 I would encourage all of you to take at least one day off every 4-6 months 
just to think, read the Bible and pray and listen to God’s voice. It will help your 
business, your family, your life. 
 
 When we are alone…away from distractions I think we will hear God’s 
voice better. 
 
 It was in solitude that I felt we needed a third service and then a fourth 
service. It was in solitude that I knew we needed to move to Ko’olau. 
 It is in solitude that I knew certain ministries needed to be started to help 
people.  
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 It is in obvious solitude that people have their literal dreams at night that 
tells them what God’s will is. 
 
 The four times that I have heard God’s voice so loud in my head that it 
seemed it was audible, it was when I was alone. 
 
 Indeed, God is always trying to communicate to us through people, 
dreams, sermons, seminars, Bibles, CD’s, DVD’s. 
 
 But do we have the antenna to listen to His voice? It is not whether God is 
sending out His signals….it is…are we quiet enough, slow enough, disciplined 
enough to catch His signals?   
 

It is not a transmission problem from God….it is a reception problem on 
our side. 
 
 God is like a Fiddler in a metro station…playing his most beautiful 
music…via the most beautiful, the best violin His son, Jesus Christ….but do we 
recognize good music….do we recognize Him?  

Do we have the wisdom to recognize His voice….even when things are 
noisy and distracting…the voice that says hang in there…..slow 
down…..forgive….be patient….keep the faith….turn the other cheek…do not 
engage in a fight. 
 
 God has so much to offer us…but do we know He is right there? 
 
 So slow down, get alone…and get disciplined in the things that count. 
 
 As W.H. Davies once said 
What is this life if, full of care, 
We have no time to stand and stare. (from Leisure) 
 
 Or as the Washington Post reporter Gene Weingarten wrote about the 
Joshua Bell Experiment, “It was not that people didn’t have the capacity to 
understand beauty, but because it was irrelevant to them.” 
 
 Let us lead a life…when the beauty of what Jesus has to say to us is the 
most relevant thing we can learn and love. 
 
 For when we hear God’s tune… 

when we hear God’s voice…. 
when we really know Jesus……it gives us the strength to do things that 

seem risky, but they are not risky because we know that God is standing behind 
the adventure. 
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 When we hear His voice we know He stands with us in the midst of pain. 
 When we hear His voice we have seemingly crazy circumstances  put in 
perspective. 
 When we hear His voice…what some might call foolish it is being faithful. 
 When we hear His voice….we can sleep at night….for we have hope. 
Amen. Let’s pray. 
 
 Lord, we praise you that You are a Great God who transmits your love  
and will to us constantly! May the words on our lips be 
 Open my eyes that I might see glimpses of truth you have for me. 
 Lord, may we know you so well that we might recognize your voice…the 
melody of music no matter what the circumstances and that the truth of your 
notes connected together give us hope, power….and wisdom. Amen. 


